No. 11 . — Revision of the African Lizards of the Family Gerrhosauridae 1 
By Arthur Loveridge 

Except for Hewitt (1915, p. 103) having published a key to the 
seven species of Tetradaetylus known at that time, and later Schmidt 
(1919, p. 518) doing the same for Grrrhosaurus, no attempt has been 
made to evaluate the twenty-three species of this family described 
during the fifty-five years which have elapsed since the treatment 
of the GERRHOSAURIDAE in Boulenger’s (1887a, p. 119) monu- 
mental “Catalogue of Lizards in the British Museum/’ 

In the present paper, therefore, it has been my endeavour to furnish 
a synopsis of all additions to our knowledge of this group since 1887. 
The treatment followed being the same as that adopted in other papers 
of this series 2 , it appears unnecessary to repeat the procedure here. 

For the purpose of this revision I have utilized the extensive ma- 
terial in the Museum of Comparative Zoology, supplemented by loans 
from the American Museum of Natural History, Field Museum of 
Natural History and the University of Michigan Museum of Zoology. 
I take this opportunity of expressing my thanks to the curators, Mr. 
Bogert, Mr. C. H. Pope, and Mrs. II. T. Gaige for their friendly co- 
operation in this matter. I am also indebted to Mr. V. FitzSimons 
of the Transvaal Museum for answering numerous questions regard- 
ing the wealth of material of this group which he has collected. Owing 
to unsettled conditions in Europe other queries have remained un- 
answered and will have to remain so. 

One of those that may never be satisfactorily settled is the status of 
Gerrhosaurus dulignoni Rochebrune. Type locality: Dakar; (1884a, 
Faune de la Senegambie, p. 110, pi. xii, fig. 2), striped with red above 
and said to be heavenly blue below. The figure is undoubtedly that 
of a Gerrhosaurus , yet no species of the family is known from west of 
Togo except for Rochebrune’s listing of typicus (p. 109), nigrolineatus 
(p. 108), bibroni (p. 109, pi. xii, fig. 1), and flavigularis (p. 108), each 
with definite localities. In consequence, perhaps, the following year, 
Muller (1885d, p. 703) listed flavigularis from Liberia, though on the 
West coast there is no other record nearer than Cape Province! 

With the exception of these references, which I have ignored, I have 
included all those on GERRHOSAURIDAE resulting from a search 



1 Published with the aid of a special gift from Mr. George R. Agassiz. 

2 Revision of the African Lizards of the Family Amphisbaenidae, 1941, Bull. Mus. Comp. 
Zobl. , 87, pp. 353-451. 

Revision of the African Terrapin of the Family Pelomedusidae, 1941, Bull. Mus. Comp. Zool., 
88, pp. 467-524. 
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of 1500 papers on African herpetology. Undoubtedly others, chiefly 
anatomical, will have escaped me. 

Apart from the allocation to subspecific rank of a number of forms, 
and the description of a new race, Gerrhosaurus flarigularis fitzsimonsi , 
the only taxonomic changes are the synonymizing of the under- 
mentioned species: 

Gerrhosaurus cipriani Scortecci = G. i\ valulus A. Smith 
Gerrhosaurus v. damcirensis FitzSimons = 6'. v. maltzahni de Grys 
Gerrhosaurus /. intermedia Lonnberg = G. n. nig roll neatus Hallowed 
Gerrhosaurus n. australis FitzSimons = G. n. nigrolineatus Hallowed 
Gerrhosaurus trivittatus (Peters) = C. suhtessellatus (Smith) 
Cordylosaurus t. australis Hewitt = C. suhtessellatus (Smith) 
Tetradactylus lundensis Monard = ? T.f. boulengeri de Witte 

Index to the Species Recognized Page 

* Gerrhosaurus valid us validus A. Smith .492 

Gerrhosaurus validus skoogi Anderson 494 

*Gerrhosaur as validus maltzahni de Grys 495 

Gerrhosaurus major zeehi Tornier 497 

*Gerrhosaurus major bottegoi del Prato 498 

*Gerrhosaurus major grandis Boulenger 500 

*Gerrhosaurus major major Dumeril 502 

*Gerrhosaurus ty picas (A. Smith) 505 

*Gcrrhosaurus nigrolineatus auritus Boettger 506 

* Gerrhosaurus nigrolineatus nigrolineatus Hallowell 508 

*Gerrhosaurus flavigularis jitzsimonsi subsp. nov 514 

*Gerrhosaurus jlavigularis jlavigularis Wiegmann. . . 516 

Cordylosaurus subtesselatus (Peters) 520 

* Tetradactylus seps seps (Linnaeus) 526 

Tetradactylus seps laevieauda Hewitt 527 

* Tetradactylus tetradactylus tetradactylus (Daudin) 528 

Tetradactylus tetradactylus biliueatus Hewitt 529 

Tetradactylus eastwoodac Methuen <fc Hewitt 530 

Tetradactylus breyeri Roux 530 

Tetradactylus africarius (Gray) 531 

Tetradactylus Jitzsimonsi fitzsimonsi Hewitt 532 

Tetradactylus fitzsimonsi boulengeri de Witte 533 

Paratetradactylus elleubergeri Angel 534 

* Represented in the collections of the Museum of Comparative Zoology; examples of species 
without asterisk are earnestly desired. 
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Family GERRHOSAURIDAE 

18S4a. Gerrhosauridae Boulenger, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (5), 14, pp. 120, 122 

For synonymy see Boulenger, ISSTa, Cat. Lizards Brit. Mus., 3, p. 
119, from whom the following definition is adapted and amended. 

Habit robust, moderate, or vermiform; head covered with symmetri- 
cal shields; eyes present; eyelids well developed; tympanum distinct; 
dentition pleurodont, teeth closely set, hollow at the base, with long 
cylindrical shafts and conical or bicuspid crowns, pterygoid teeth often 
present; tongue moderate, elongate, arrow-headed, bifid posteriorly, 
covered with imbricate scale-like papillae or oblique plicae converging 
towards the median line; body with squarish or rhomboidal imbricate 
scales, forming regular longitudinal and transverse series (in African 
but not in all Malagasy species) ; a lateral fold covered with granular 
scales (except in the Malagasy genus Tracheloptychus ); limbs well 
developed or rudimentary or absent posteriorly; femoral pores present 
or absent (in some serpentiform species) ; tail long and fragile. 

Skull similar to that of the LACERTIDAE in every respect, with 
dermal ossification roofing over the supratemporal fossae; body fur- 
nished with osteodermal plates underlying the scales and showing a 
system of longitudinal tubules intersecting a transverse one as in the 
SCINCIDAE, this structure being usually more distinct on the ventral 
plates than on the thicker and rougher dorsal ones; clavicle dilated 
and loop-shaped proximally; interclavicle cruciform. 

Range. Africa south of Senaar, i. e. about 13° N.; Madagascar. 

Remarks. Camp (1923, p. 316) places the GERRHOSAURIDAE 
in a superfamily Laeertoidea of the section Scincomorpha, division 
Autarchoglossa of the suborder Sauria, thus confirming Boulenger’s 
conclusions as to the intermediate position which they occupy between 
LACERTIDAE and SCINCIDAE. His paper should be consulted 
for details. 



Key to the Genera 

1. Ventral plates not forming straight transverse series; nostril pierced be- 
tween 2 nasals, first labial, and the rostral; range: Madagascar 

Malagasy genera 

Ventral plates forming a perfectly straight transverse series; range : Africa 2 



